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Stratfordian sources

David Kathman and Terry Ross "Shakespeare Authorship" website http://shakespeareauthorship.com/

Definitely not glitzy, this web site is the Strat's best starting point. It compiles many of the arguments presented in this course and has links to many other Stratfordian and anti-Stratfordian sites. Most notable among the pro-Stratford sites are: 


Alan Nelson - 
http://socrates.berkeley.edu/~ahnelson/authorsh.html


Tom Veal - http://stromata.tripod.com/id19.htm
Scott McCrea, The Case For Shakespeare: The End of the Authorship Question (2005)

The most recent book-form compilation of the Stratfordian case. Probably the best written and most comprehensive statement of Shakespeare's case in book form.
Irving Matus, Shakespeare: In Fact (1999)

Contentious, detailed and witty, Matus focusses on debunking the Oxfordian case.
web site: http://willyshakes.com/
H.N. Gibson, The Shakespeare Claimants (1962)

Not as scholarly as McCrea and Matus, Gibson is a genial Brit who examines the four major alternate candidates (Bacon, Marlowe, Oxford and Derby).

Paul Edmondson and Stanley Wells, editors: Shakespeare Beyond Doubt (2013)

The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust response to "A Declaration of Reasonable Doubt" (see below). While it contains many good things, it isn't a comprehensive source and it also has a number of scholarly articles of dubious relevance to the issue.

Anti-Stratfordian sources

A Declaration of Reasonable Doubt (website)
https://doubtaboutwill.org/

The Shakespeare Authorship Coalition's site provides an extensive list of links to "neutral" and anti-Stratfordian sites.

There are dozens of anti-Stratfordian web sites (most promoting one or another of the alternate candidates) and hardly a year passes without a new book on the subject being published. I can't with good conscience recommend any of them, so start with the DORD site and from there, you're on you own.
General biographies

S. Schoenbaum, William Shakespeare: A Compact Documentary Life (1975); A Documentary Life (1987); Shakespeare's Lives (1970)

Schoenbaum nearly always sticks strictly to the facts and avoids conjecture. Compact is a condensed (and less costly) version of A Documentary Life. His generally fascinating study of Shakespearean biographers, Shakespeare's Lives, is relevant to the authorship controversy because it demonstrates the futility of using Shakespeare's texts as a "key" to the unknowns in Shakespeare's biography. 
Jonathan Bate, Soul of the Age (2010)

This splendid "biography of the mind of William Shakespeare" often links Shakespeare of Stratford to the works.

James Shapiro, 1599: A Year in the Life of William Shakespeare (2005)



A detailed examination of the life and times of Shakespeare in the year he was (probably) working on four of his greatest plays. Another example of linking what we know about Shakespeare and his times to the works (in a responsible way).
More Specialized Studies

Caroline Spurgeon, Shakespeare's Imagery and What It Tells Us (1935)

Spurgeon catalogued every image, metaphor and symbol in Shakespeare's works and the works of many of his contemporaries and ran statistical analyses of them (in 1935! on index cards!). She shows how each of these authors has a distinct "voice" in their use of image. She tends to go a bit overboard in speculating on Shakespeare's personality from this, but is invaluable on the facts.

Muriel St. Clare Byrne, "The Social Background" in A Companion to Shakespeare Studies (Harley Granville-Barker and G.B. Harrison, editors; 1940)

Includes a catalog of errors Shakespeare made in his understanding of the aristocracy and court life.

James Shapiro, Contested Will: Who Wrote Shakespeare (2010)

Shapiro is less interested in the controversy itself than in why people (including many eminent people) became convinced by anti-Stratfordian arguments.
	Written1
	Title (poems in italics)
	Published1
	Attributed to Shakespeare2

	1589-1591
	Two Gentlemen of Verona
	1623
	Folio†

	1590-1591
	Taming of the Shrew
	1623
	Folio

	1590-1591
	Henry VI, Part 2
	1594
	Title page (1619)

	1591
	Henry VI, Part 3
	1595
	Folio

	1591
	Henry VI, Part 1
	1623
	Folio

	1591-1592
	Titus Andronicus
	1594
	Folio

	1592-1593
	Richard III
	1597
	Title page (1598)

	1593
	Venus and Adonis
	1593
	Dedication

	1594
	Rape of Lucrece
	1594
	Dedication

	1594
	Comedy of Errors
	1623
	Folio

	1594-1595
	Love's Labour's Lost
	1598
	Title page

	1595-1596
	Love's Labour's Won
	
	(Lost play? Alternate title?)

	1595
	Midsummer Night's Dream
	1600
	Title page

	1595
	Richard II
	1597
	Title page (1598)

	1595
	Romeo and Juliet
	1597
	Folio

	1596
	King John
	1623
	Folio

	1596
	The Merchant of Venice
	1600
	Title page

	1596-1597
	Henry IV, Part 1
	1598
	Title page (1599)

	1596-1597
	Henry IV, Part 2
	1600
	Title page; SR

	1597-1598
	The Merry Wives of Windsor
	1602
	Title page

	1598-1599
	Much Ado About Nothing
	1600
	Title page

	1598-1599
	Henry V
	1600
	Folio

	1598-1609
	Sonnets
	1609
	Title page; SR

	1599
	Julius Caesar
	1623
	Folio

	1599-1600
	As You Like It
	1623
	Folio

	1599-1601
	Hamlet
	1603
	Title page

	1601
	Twelfth Night
	1623
	Folio

	1601
	The Phoenix and the Turtle
	1601
	In Love's Martyr; attributed internally

	1602
	Troilus and Cressida
	1609
	Title page

	1603-1604
	Measure for Measure
	1623
	Folio

	1603-1604
	Othello
	1622
	Revels Accounts (1604); SR (1622)

	1605-1606
	King Lear
	1608
	Title page; Stationers' Register

	1605-1606
	Timon of Athens
	1623
	Folio

	1606
	Macbeth
	1623
	Folio

	1606
	Antony and Cleopatra
	1623
	Folio

	1606-1607
	All's Well That Ends Well
	1623
	Folio

	1608
	Coriolanus
	1623
	Folio

	1609-1610
	The Winter's Tale
	1623
	Folio

	1610-1611
	Cymbeline
	1623
	Folio

	1610-1611
	The Tempest
	1623
	Folio

	1613
	Henry VIII
	1623
	Folio (with Fletcher)

	1613
	The Two Noble Kinsmen
	1634
	SR (with Fletcher)
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